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his revision, with the carelessness with.which this important subject has 
been treated, and its essential moment as a branch of school education. 



9. — The Marble- Worker's Manual. Designed for the Use of Marble- 
Workers, Builders, and Owners of Houses. Translated from the 
French, by M. L. Booth. With an Appendix concerning Amer- 
ican Marbles. New York: Sheldon, Blakeman, & Co. 1856. pp. 
256. 

It strikes us that there are some inaccuracies of nomenclature in 
this Manual. For instance, granite is called a marble. We had sup- 
posed that it lacked the calcareous properties involved in the very name 
and idea of marble. But, with some few and slight exceptions, the 
treatise seems to be perfect in its kind. It gives in detail the com- 
position, properties, and adaptations of the different stones, with the 
modes and instruments employed in working them, together with a full 
vocabulary of technical terms. The treatise on American marbles 
describes all the marble-quarries at present worked in the United 
States. It appears that " Vermont is the Marble State." Among its 
choicest varieties — the most precious of all — is a serpentine closely 
resembling the verd antique, but superior to it in durability and in its 
resistance to the action of fire and acids. " When polished, it is a 
rich and beautiful green, veined with white, and mottled." It is 
found in the town of Roxbury, — the only source now open in the 
world for the supply of this surpassingly beautiful material for building 
and ornament. The marble-quarries of Vermont earn at the present 
time a gross annual revenue of more than a million of dollars. 



10. — Chronological History of the United States. Arranged with 
Plates on Bern's Principle. By Elizabeth P. Peabody. New 
York : Sheldon, Blakeman, & Co. 1856. 12mo. pp.312. 

Bem's mode of teaching history is a system of pictorial mnemonics. 
Each century is represented by a plate or section of a plate, divided 
into four quarter-century blocks, which are subdivided by thinner lines 
into year-compartments. Each of the leading nations has its color. 
Each year has nine divisions or loci, to which are assigned respectively 
"Battles, Sieges, Beginnings of War"; "Conquests, Annexations, 
Unions " ; " Losses and Disasters " ; " Falls of States " ; " Foundations 



